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Florence, SC 29506

Academic Appointments

2022-Present Chair, Department of Political Science and Geography, Francis Marion
University.

2022-Present Associate Professor of Political Science, Francis Marion University

2016-2022 Assistant Professor of Political Science, Francis Marion University

2010-2013 Graduate Assistant, the George Washington University

Education

2016 Ph.D., Dept. of Political Science, The George Washington University

e Dissertation: “Liberalism and Transformation: The Politics of
Military Intervention, 1848-2016”

e Dissertation Director: Michael Barnett

e Fields: International Relations, Political Theory

2012 M.A., Dept. of Political Science, The George Washington University
e Fields: International Relations, Political Theory

2010 M.A., Dept. of Middle East Studies, The George Washington University
e Specialization: Nationalism and the Politics of Identity

2008 B.A., Dept. of Near Eastern Studies, University of Arizona
e Specialization: Islamic History and Civilizations
e Graduated Magna Cum Laude

Other Training and Professional Education

2025-Present Emerging Leaders Program, American Association of State Colleges and
Universities (AASCU)
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2024 Department Chair Leadership Program, American Association of State
Colleges and Universities (AASCU)

2013 Certificate in Teaching Writing, Writing-in-the-Disciplines Program, The
George Washington University

2008 Intermediate Arabic, Beloit College Center for Language Studies

2007 Elementary Arabic, Beloit College Center for Language Studies

Research and Teaching Interests

e International Relations: International relations theory, critical security studies, identity,
discourse analysis/theory, liberal internationalism.

e Political Theory/Philosophy: Modern and contemporary political theory, critical theory,
global justice, democratic theory, film and aesthetic theory.

Research and Publications
Book

2021 Liberalism and Transformation: The Global Politics of Violence and
Intervention (University of Michigan Press).
e Reviewed in Perspectives on Politics.

Peer-Reviewed Articles

2021 “Toward a Radical IR: Transformation, Praxis, and Critique in a
(Neo)Liberal World Order,” International Studies Review 23, no. 4: pp.
1751-1770.

2021 [w/Scott Weiner] “Rethinking Identity in Political Science,” Political

Studies Review 19, no. 3: pp. 464-481.

2019 “A Pessimistic Liberalism: Jacob Talmon, Totalitarianism, and the Birth of
Contemporary Political Thought,” British Journal of Politics and
International Relations 21, no. 4: pp. 650-666.

2018 “Discourse, Genealogy, and Methods of Text Selection in International
Relations,” Cambridge Review of International Affairs 31, nos. 3-4: pp.
344-364.
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Book Chapters

2019 “Liberal Pessimism: An Intellectual History of Suspicion in the Cold
War,” in T. Stevens and N. Michelsen (eds.), Pessimism in International
Relations: Possibilities, Provocations, Politics (Palgrave MacMillan)

2016 Entries for Paul Joseph (ed.), SAGE Encyclopedia of War: Social Science
Perspectives (Sage Publications). (“Human Nature,” “Liberal/Commercial
Trade View of Peace;” “Long Peace.”).

Book Reviews

2024 Review of Samuel Moyn, Liberalism against Itself: Cold War Intellectuals
and the Making of Our Times (Yale Press, 2023), in International Affairs
100, no. 5: pp. 2255-2256.

Works in Progress

e A Critical Theory of Liberal World Order [book manuscript in preparation—monograph].
o The S-Word: 10 Myths about Socialism [book manuscript in preparation—trade book]

e “Historical Materialism in IR: Toward a Transformative Revisionism?” [article
manuscript in preparation]

e “International Institutions and Mythic Violence: Reading Walter Benjamin in a Liberal
World Order [invited contribution to edited volume titled Rethinking the Nexus between
Legality and Violence, eds., Sara Dezalay, Shoshana Fine, and Thomas Lindemann]

e “Anglo-Saxon Hegemony, Racial Equality, and the Limits of Liberal Ordering” [article
manuscript in preparation; w/Tobias Lemke]

Teaching Experience

Francis Marion University, Department of Political Science (as Assistant and Associate
Professor)
e Introduction to Political Science
Introduction to Political Science (Online)
US Government (upcoming, Fall 2025)
International Relations
Political Movements and Revolutions
Politics of War and Security
International Law and Institutions
Violence and Politics
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Politics of Crime and Justice

Political Theory

Special Topics: Humanitarianism

Special Topics: Liberalism and Its Critics

e Special Topics: Imperialism

e Special Topics: Political Violence and Terrorism

Francis Marion University, Other University Programs (as Assistant and Associate Professor)
e Honors Special Topics: Catastrophe, Crisis and Critique: Politics and Society in Dark

Times.

Honors Special Topics: Liberalism and Conservatism

Honors Special Topics: Politics of Humanitarianism

The Model UN Experience (with Jennifer Titanski-Hooper and Kyle Morgan)

University Life: First Year Seminar (one-credit course)

Southern New Hampshire University (as Adjunct Professor, 2012-2015)
e History of the Middle East, part |
e History of the Middle East, part 11
e Introduction to International Relations

American University (as Adjunct Professor, 2015)
e Introduction to International Studies: History, Theory, Practice (Graduate course)

Invited Talks and Guest Lectures

2025 Political Science Research Brown Bag, FMU

2024 “Myths about Socialism,” guest lecture for Dr. Travis Knowles’ honors
colloquium.

2021 “Cultural Conversations: (B)ordering Democracy: Racial and Class
Inequality in Access to Public Spaces.” (w/Dr. Jennifer Titanski-Hooper),
FMU.

2021 “Maybe It’s Time to Amend the Constitution?”” with colleagues from the
Department of Political Science and Geography, Constitution Day Event,
FMU.

2021 “Are Liberals Bad at Sex?” guest lecture for Dr. Erica Johnson’s honors
colloquium.

2019 “The Politics of Cruelty,” Keynote Address for FMU’s Pi Sigma Alpha

annual banquet, 2019.
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2019

2017

2017

2016

2012

2012

“Politics and Antigone,” Guest lecture for Dr. Pamela Rook’s course
“Introduction to Literature,” FMU.

“The US Constitution in a Global Perspective,” Public lecture, FMU.
“Iraq and Egypt Now,” series of guest lectures for the Honor’s Colloquium
“Ancient World,” organized by Dr. Peter Whelan, Francis Marion

University, Florence, SC.

“Pragmatism in International Relations: Liberalism, Pluralism, and Global
Ethics,” at the Humanities and Social Sciences Symposium, FMU.

“When the Spring Turned Violent: Moral Hazard and US Intervention
during the Arab Uprisings,” invited presentation at the George Washington

University.

Challenge Accepted Conference, Invited Speaker. Washington, DC.

Conferences and Workshops

2025 (upcoming)

2025

2025

2024

2024

2024

“Historical Materialism in IR: Towards a Transformative Revisionism?”
European International Studies Association: Pan-European Conference,
Bologna, Italy.

“International Institutions and Mythic Violence: Reading Walter Benjamin
in a Liberal World Order.” International Studies Association Annual
Meeting, Chicago, Illinois.

Chair, panel titled: “Reimagining Historical Narratives in International
Relations: Theory and Methods” International Studies Association Annual
Meeting, Chicago, Illinois.

“International Institutions and Mythic Violence: Reading Walter Benjamin
in a Liberal World Order.” European International Studies Association:
Pan-European Conference, Lille, France.

Roundtable Participant: “Taking Stock of Academia in Polarized Times”
International Studies Association Annual Meeting, San Francisco,
California.

Discussant, panel titled: “The Philosophical Foundations of Pluralizing
IR.,” International Studies Association Annual Meeting, San Francisco,
California.
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2024 "Liberalism's Antinomies: Latin America, the Caribbean, and the Liberal
International Order," International Studies Association Annual Meeting,
San Francisco, California.

2023 "Liberalism's Antinomies: Latin America, the Caribbean, and the Liberal
International Order," International Studies Association-Latin America and
Caribbean Region Annual Meeting, Bogota, Colombia.

2023 Roundtable Participant: “GWF Hegel: International Theory for Our
Times?” International Studies Association Annual Meeting, Montreal,
Quebec, Canada.

2023 “Liberalism as a Transformative Theory? Global Justice and Radical
Liberalism.” International Studies Association Annual Meeting, Montreal,
Quebec, Canada.

2023 “The Radical Possibilities of IR Realism.” International Studies
Association Annual Meeting, Montreal, Quebec, Canada.

2022 “Liberalism as a Transformative Theory? Global Justice and Radical
Liberalism.” International Studies Association—Northeast Region Annual
Meeting, Baltimore, MD.

2022 “The Radical Possibilities of IR Realism.” International Studies
Association—Northeast Region Annual Meeting, Baltimore, MD.

2022 Chair and Discussant, panel titled: “Illusions of International Order.”

International Studies Association—Northeast Region Annual Meeting,
Baltimore, MD.

2022 “Conservative IR.” International Studies Association Annual Meeting,
Nashville, Tennessee.

2021 Chair and Discussant, panel titled: “Liberal Internationalism and a
Changing World Order.” International Studies Association—Northeast
Region Annual Meeting (Virtual)

2021 “Conservative IR,” International Studies Association—Northeast Region
Annual Meeting (Virtual)

2021 “Praxis and World Politics: Rethinking the Theory/Practice Divide,”
International Studies Association—South Region Annual Meeting, Atlanta,
GA
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2021

2020

2020

2019

2019

2019

2018

2017

2017

2017

2016

2016

2016

Chair and Discussant, panel titled: “Theorizing Contemporary Processes,”
International Studies Association—South Region Annual Meeting, Atlanta,
Georgia.

Chair and Discussant, panel titled: “The State, Sovereignty, and Non-State
Actors in a Westphalian World.” International Studies Association—
Northeast Region Annual Meeting (Virtual)

“Historicizing Liberal World Order: Toward a Comparative Sociological
Approach,” International Studies Association—Northeast Region Annual
Meeting (Virtual)

Section Chair, section titled: “The Future(s) of Liberal World Order,”
European International Studies Association: Pan-European Conference,
Sofia, Bulgaria.

Discussant and Chair, panel titled: “Populism, Democracy and the Future
of Liberal World Order,” European International Studies Association:
Pan-European Conference, Sofia, Bulgaria.

“Toward a Radical IR,” European International Studies Association: Pan-
European Conference, Sofia, Bulgaria.

“Rethinking Identity in Political Science” (w/ Scott Weiner), International
Studies Association Annual Meeting, San Francisco, California.

Presenter at workshop: “John Dewey and Critical Philosophies for Critical
Political Times,” Humanities Institute, University College Dublin, Dublin,
Ireland.

Presenter at workshop: “Pessimism in IR,” Department of War Studies,
King’s College, London, England.

“An ‘Historical Turn’ in International Relations: Discourse, Genealogy,
and Methods of Text Selection,” International Studies Association Annual
Meeting, Baltimore, Maryland.

“War and Civilization: Liberalism, Imperialism, and the Politics of
Military Intervention,” American Political Science Association Annual
Meeting, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

“Pragmatism and the Critique of International Liberalism,” International
Studies Association Annual Meeting, Atlanta, Georgia.

“Transformation and Totalitarianism,” International Studies Association
Annual Meeting, Atlanta, Georgia.
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2015

2015

2015

2015

2014

2013

2013

2012

2012

2012

2012

2012

Participant, Interpretive and Relational Methodologies Workshop,
International Studies Association—Northeast Region Annual Meeting,
Providence, Rhode Island.

“Pragmatism and the Critique of International Liberalism,” International

Studies Association—Northeast Region Annual Meeting, Providence,
Rhode Island.

“Discourses, Debates, and Divisions: The Use of Force and the Problems
of Ideational Approaches,” International Studies Association—Northeast
Region Annual Meeting, Providence, Rhode Island.

“Liberal Empire, Internationalism, and the Use of Force in the Periphery:
Transformative Interventions in International Politics, 1848-1945,”
International Studies Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans,
Louisiana.

“Violence and Civilization: Military Intervention in Liberal International
Society,” International Studies Association Annual Meeting, Toronto,
Ontario, Canada.

Presenter, International Relations Workshop, The George Washington
University.

“International Theory and Tragic History: Rousseau and the World State,”
International Studies Association Annual Meeting, San Diego, California.

Discussant, International Relations Workshop, The George Washington
University.

Discussant, Institute for Middle East Studies Workshop, The George
Washington University

Discussant, for panel titled: “Transitions in Thought,” Graduate Student
Conference in Political Science at The George Washington University.

Discussant, Institute for Global and International Studies Workshop, The
George Washington University.

“On Theorizing a Progressive Realism: Hume, Montesquieu, and a Return
to the Enlightenment,” International Studies Association—Northeast
Region Annual Meeting, Providence, RI.
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Grants and Awards

Internal (Francis Marion University)

2016-2025 Professional Development Grants for Research and Conference Travel.
2019-2025 REAL Grants for Experiential Learning.

2017-2019 Summer Research Stipends

External and Other

2023 PASCAL Libraries, Professor for Affordable Learning

2018 Grant for Development of Online Introductory Course in Political Science.
2014-2015 Rickey Fellowship, The George Washington University.

2014 Graduate Fellowship, The George Washington University.

Service (Select)

Service to the Discipline
e External Reviewer (Journals): Perspectives on Politics, International Studies Quarterly,
International Studies Review, Political Research Quarterly, American Political Science
Review, Alternatives, Peacebuilding.
e External Reviewer (University Presses): University of Michigan Press.
e International Studies Association—Theory Section, Article Award Committee (2017)

Service to Francis Marion University

Faculty Life Committee (2022-2024)

Environmental Studies Feasibility Committee, Ad Hoc (2018-2019
University Life Curriculum Committee (2017-2019)

Faculty Advisor, FMU Debate and Forensics Society (2018-2020)
Humanities and Social Science Symposium Committee (2019-2022)
Judge, President’s Bowl Quiz Tournament (2019-2025)

Member, AAUP—FMU (2022-Present)

FIO Delegate, International Programs (2017)

Honors Thesis Advisor

Service to the College of Liberal Arts (FMU)
e Tenure and Promotion Committee (2024-2025)
e Advisory Committee on Enrollment and Retention (meetings have never been called).
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Service to the Department of Political Science and Geography (FMU)
Department Chair (2022-Present)

President of the Rho Lambda Chapter of Pi Sigma Alpha (2018-2022)
Coordinator, Political Science (2022-Present)

Coordinator, Legal Studies (2022-Present)

e (Coordinator, Criminal Justice (2024-Present)

e Open Houses

e Summer Advisement and Registration

e Faculty Advisor for Political Science and Criminal Justice Majors

Occasional Writing
2017-2019 Guest Blogger, Duck of Minerva.
2017 “Teaching Our Students to Critique Again,” E-International Relations

(blog post/op-ed). Available at: http://www.e-ir.info/2017/06/26/teaching-
our-studentsto-critique-again/

2016 “(De)Civilizing Processes, Music, and Experiencing Violence,” -E-
International Relations (blog post/op-ed). Available at:
http://www.eir.info/2016/05/30/decivilizing-processes-music-and-
experiencing-violence/

2013 “Stop Comparing the State to a Family,” Salon.com (op-ed). Available at:
http://www.salon.com/2013/05/06/stop_comparing_the state_to_a family

2012 “The Paradox of Path Dependence: The Problem of Teleology in
International Theory,” E-International Relations. Available at:
http://www.eir.info/2012/07/16/the-paradox-of-path-dependence-the-
problem-of-teleology-ininternational-theory/

Media

2023 Interview with WBTW: https://www.wbtw.com/news/politics/pee-dee-
professor-residents-react-to-nikki-haley-presidential-bid/

2022 “Best Books on Liberalism and Politics.” https://shepherd.com/best-
books/liberalism-and-politics

2019 Interview with WPDE: https://wpde.com/news/local/francis-marion-

named-safest-college-in-sc
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2019 Interview with Patriot News: https://patriotnewsonline.com/top-
stories/2019/02/16/professor-spotlight-dillon-s-tatum/

Professional Association Membership

e American Political Science Association
e International Studies Association
e European International Studies Association

Languages
e English (Native)
e Arabic (Advanced)
e French (Reading)

References
Available upon request
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